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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Final Office Action in response to the Amendment 
received on 12 July 2010. Claims 1, 4-6, 8, 11-14, 19 and 20 have been amended. 
Clams 2, 3, 7, 9, 10 and 15-18 have been cancelled. Claims 21-29 have been added. 
Claims 1, 4-6, 8, 11-14 and 19-29 are now pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12 July 2010 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In response to applicants' argument that each of Thurner's 
display views do not include a same graphic element corresponding to a same 
graphical element object, the Thurner et al. reference discloses [i]n the first 
arrangement, the left (L) and upper views (U), i.e., panes are coupled, according to 

a predetermined relationship, such that selection of an object in either pane 
results in a corresponding ref ocusing of the other pane on a related object. In the 
same arrangement, the middle (M), bottom (B) and right (R) panes are coupled, 
creating a separate view of coupled panes, or views. In the same manner, this view 
ref ocuses the coupled panes when an object in a pane is selected. In a second 
arrangement shown in FIG. 4a, it is possible to couple the left (L), upper (U) and 
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middle (M) panes, while separately coupling the bottom (B) and right (R) panes. The 
panes are coupled according to a predetermined relationship, such that selection of 
an object in a pane results in a corresponding ref ocusing of the other pane(s) on a 
related object. In the third arrangement, all panes are shown coupled. The panes 
are coupled according to a predetermined relationship, such that selection of an 
object in a pane results in a corresponding refocusing of the other pane(s) on a 
related object. The described arrangements support multiple coupling of views, 
although one coupling a single set, or sub-set, of views is certainly within the scope 
of the present invention. (See columns 3-4 lines 66-20). 



Priority 

3. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e) or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has 
complied with the conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) and 365(c). 
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Information bisclosure Statement 

4. The examiner has considered the information disclosure statement (IDS) 
submitted on 12 January 2010. 

5. The information disclosure statement filed 6 July 2010 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent 
document; each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to 
be listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It 
has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has 
not been considered. 

Specification 

6. The amendment to the specification was received on 12 July 2010. These 
corrections are acceptable. 



Claim Objections 

7. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: "or and" in 
the next to the last line is unclear. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

10. The "non-dedicated mode" is not clearly defined in claim 6. 

11. The amendment to the claims was received on 12 July 2010. These 
corrections are acceptable. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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13. Claims 1, 4-6, 8, 11-14, and 19-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by USPN 7,165,226 B2 to Thurner et al. 

As per claim 1, the Thurner et al. reference discloses an integrated graphical 
user interface for a process control environment, the interface comprising: a 
configuration environment (see column 3 lines 31-42, "integrated engineering 
environment") including a plurality of graphical element objects (see column 3 lines 
43-47, "graphical design of objects"); and a runtime environment (see column 2 
lines 53-67, "Workbench 18, runtime GUIs") including a real-time interface 
("Workbench 18" and see Abstract, "real-time monitoring and operation") to two or 
more functional areas (see column 2 lines 44-47, "HMI, diagnostic, maintenance, 
mechanical and electrical engineering") of a process plant (see column 2 lines 36- 
40, "manufacturing plant"), the functional areas ("HMI, diagnostic, maintenance, 
mechanical and electrical engineering") including operations ("real-time monitoring 
and operation"), maintenance ("maintenance"), configuration ("design and 
modification of business objects and business process"), and simulation 
("visualization"), the real-time interface ("Workbench 18") providing two or more 
real-time displays (see column 2 lines 53-56, "display areas") from a set of real- 
time displays ("display areas"), the set of real-time displays ("display areas") 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,173 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2121 

including an operator display ("HMI"), a maintenance display ("maintenance"), a 
configuration display ("design and modification of business objects and business 
process"), and a simulation display ("visualization"), and each of the two or more 
real-time displays ("display areas") includes a same graphic element (see column 4 
lines 10-13, "related object") corresponding to a same graphical element object 
("related object") of the plurality of graphical element objects ("selection of an 
object"). 

As per claim 4, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the two or more real- 
time displays ("display areas") include a display ("display areas") of at least one of a 
panel motor start/stop button, a status indication (see column 3 lines 38-42, 
"Dataflow Views 27, State Machine Views 28"), a chart recorder, an annunciator 
panel, a subsystem interface ("HMI, diagnostic, maintenance, mechanical and 
electrical engineering"), a maintenance request ("maintenance"), a maintenance 
report ("maintenance"), or a supervisory report. 

As per claim 5, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the interface 
("Workbench 18") supports an operator interface ("HMI") for performing one or 
more of alarm management, process parameter adjustment by entry of process 
parameters, zoom in viewing of portions of the process for enhanced detail viewing, 
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or utilization of specialized applications (see column 3 lines 45-47, "Tree, Table, 
XML, and HTML views") related to the process. 

As per claim 6, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the interface 
("Workbench 18") can run in a dedicated mode (see column 4 lines 34-47, "second 
mode") and a non-dedicated mode (see column 4 lines 21-33, "first mode"), the 
dedicated mode ("second mode") comprising at least one of: a mode ("second 
mode") including a fixed display arrangement (see column 6 lines 11-23, "uncoupled 
views") or a mode corresponding to controlled access. 

As per claim 8, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the same graphical 
element object ("related object") is executable on one or more of a workstation 
("Workbench 18"), a laptop, a PDA (Personal Data Assistant), a display on multiple 
monitors, or a smart phone. 

As per claim 11, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the interface 
("Workbench 18") supports multiple user interface devices ("GUIs") including at 
least one of a rich client, a web browser (see column 1 lines 46-50, "smart 
browser"), a handheld, or a smart phone. 

As per claim 12, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the interface 
("Workbench 18") supports one or more of: integrated voice and video; real-time 
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data services ("real-time monitoring and operation"); external data services; XML 
files (see column 3 lines 45-47, "XML"); access to other service interfaces ("HMI, 
diagnostic, maintenance, mechanical and electrical engineering"); composite 
structure process graphics; class-based control hierarchies (see column 7 lines 25- 
26, "abstract and concrete classes"); integration of control, alarming, and abnormal 
situation management and prevention (see column 6 lines 30-39, "Troubleshooting ... 
Predictive Maintenance"); integrated batch operator interfaces (see column 5 lines 
22-24, "batch editor"); integrated advanced control operator interfaces; route 
management; efficiency calculations; optimizations; mass and energy balances; 
integration of third party applications; multiple data collection systems (DES), or 
combinations thereof. 

As per claim 13, the Thurner et al. reference discloses a runtime 
environment ("Workbench 18, runtime GUIs") further includes an instantiation 
process (see column 7 lines 17-20, "instantiation") that binds, during runtime 
("runtime GUIs"), the same graphical element object (see column 7 lines 31-37, 
"components") to a data source ("data structures") in the process control 
environment ("manufacturing processes"). 
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As per claim 14, the Thurner et al. reference discloses an integrated 
graphical interface providing integrated graphical displays for operation, 
maintenance, configuration, and simulation of a control system, the interface 
comprising: a real-time user interface (see column 2 lines 53-67, "Workbench 18") 
providing two or more real-time displays ("display areas") from a set of real-time 
displays ("display areas"), the set of real-time displays ("display areas") including an 
operator display ("HMI"), a maintenance display ("maintenance"), a configuration 
display ("design and modification of business objects and business process"), and a 
simulation display ("visualization"); a graphic element (see column 3 lines 43-47, 
"graphical design of objects") on each of the two or more real-time displays 
("display areas") and corresponding to a same graphical element object (see column 
4 lines 10-13, "related object") bound to each of the two or more real-time displays 
("display areas") and to a data source (see column 7 lines 31-37, "components") in 
the process plant ("factory standardized production"), the same graphical element 
object ("related object") including an element binding ("instantiation") and at least 
one of a visualization ("graphically mapped"), an element parameter, an element 
property, an element action, or and element animation. 
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As per claim 19, the Thurner et al. reference discloses a method, comprising 
providing an integrated graphical user interface (see column 2 lines 53-67, 
"Workbench 18") for two or more functional areas (see column 2 lines 44-47, "HMI, 
diagnostic, maintenance, mechanical and electrical engineering") of a process plant 
(see column 2 lines 36-40, "manufacturing plant"), the functional areas ("HMI, 
diagnostic, maintenance, mechanical and electrical engineering") including 
operations ("real-time monitoring and operation"), maintenance ("maintenance"), 
configuration ("design and modification of business objects and business process"), 
and simulation ("visualization"); providing two or more real-time displays ("display 
areas") from a set of real-time displays ("display areas"), the set of real-time 
displays ("display areas") including an operation ("HMI"), a maintenance display 
("maintenance"), a configuration display ("design and modification of business 
objects and business process"), and a simulation display ("visualization"); providing a 
set of graphical element objects (see column 3 lines 43-47, "graphical design of 
objects"), each graphical element object ("graphical design of objects") 
corresponding to a different data source (see column 7 lines 31-37, "components") 
in the process plant ("manufacturing plant"); and including, on each of the two or 
more real-time displays ("display areas"), a particular graphic element (see column 
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4 lines 10-13, "related object") corresponding to a same graphical element object 
("related object") of the set of graphical element objects ("graphical design of 
objects"). 

As per claim 20, the Thurner et al. reference discloses further comprising: 
providing a set of graphical display objects ("display areas"), each graphical display 
object ("display areas") including at least two graphical element objects ("graphical 
design of objects") from the set of graphical element objects ("graphical design of 
objects"); and including, on each of the two or more real-time displays ("display 
areas"), a particular graphic display ("display areas") corresponding to a same 
graphical display object ("display areas") of the set of graphical display objects 
("display areas"). 

As per claim 21, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the same graphical 
element object ("related object") includes at least one of a visualization (see 
column 7 lines 31-42, "graphically mapped"), a parameter or property, an action or 
animation, or a binding ("instantiation"). 

As per claim 22, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the configuration 
environment ("integrated engineering environment") further includes a plurality of 
graphical display objects ("display areas"), each graphical display object ("display 
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areas") includes at least two graphical element objects ("graphical design of 
objects"), and each of the two or more real-time displays ("display areas") includes 
a graphic display ("display areas") corresponding to a graphical display object 
("display areas") of the plurality of graphical display objects ("display areas"). 

As per claim 23, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the graphical display 
object ("display areas") includes at least one of: a connector (see column 7 lines 31- 
42, "graphically mapped"), an animation or action, a property, or a binding 
("instantiation"). 

As per claim 24, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the non-dedicated 
mode ("first mode") is for use by configuration personnel (see column 5 lines 15-29, 
"Engineer"). 

As per claim 25, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the configuration 
environment ("integrated engineering environment") further includes a graphical 
display editor (see column 6 lines 60-63, "browser/editor mode buttons") for 
creating the plurality of graphical element objects ("graphical design of objects") 
and a graphic object database (see column 8 lines 11-14, "reusable libraries") for 
storing the plurality of graphical element objects ("graphical design of objects"). 
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As per claim 26, the Thurner et al. reference discloses the same graphical 
element object ("graphical design of objects") is included in at least one of: 
predictive control, predictive maintenance (see column 6 lines 33-36, "Predictive 
Maintenance"), or system level error detection in the process plant ("manufacturing 
plant"). 

As per claim 27, the rejection of claims 22 and 23 are incorporated and 
further claim 27 contains limitations recited in claims 22 and 23; therefore claim 

27 is rejected under the same rational as claims 22 and 23. 

As per claim 28, the rejection of claims 13 and 25 are incorporated and 
further claim 28 contains limitations recited in claims 13 and 25; therefore claim 

28 is rejected under the same rational as claims 13 and 25. 

As per claim 29, the rejection of claims 8 and 11 are incorporated and 
further claim 29 contains limitations recited in claims 8 and 11; therefore claim 29 
is rejected under the same rational as claims 8 and 11. 

Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
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See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes-Bullock whose telephone 
number is 571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571.272.3819. The fax 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,173 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2121 

phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Crystal J. Barnes-Bullock/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 
23 September 2010 



